About Schoharie Valley Farms
Our History
In the early 1700s, German and Dutch immigrants arrived in the Valley to work some of the richest
soils of America. Their first crop of wheat was sown and produced a substantial yield. A few
decades later, the Schoharie Valley’s wheat fed George Washington’s troops and earned the Valley
the title of “Breadbasket of the American Revolution.”.
Through the years, this warm and durable land was adapted to flax, broom corn and other
important crops. By the mid‐1800s, the cultivation of hops had become the Schoharie Valley’s most
famous agricultural industry. Today, we who live in this special place proudly till the same soil and
enjoy a quality of life built on our agricultural heritage.
We’re dedicated to growing only top‐quality produce, to preserving this historic resource, and to
continuing our agricultural heritage for generations to come. Our family welcomes you and your
family to the Schoharie Valley. Enjoy its broad fields and soaring cliffs, take part in its history, and
bring home the best of its abundance from the Carrot Barn at Schoharie Valley Farms.
Growing Season
Our produce is picked fresh daily starting with spring spinach and asparagus. Celebrate your
summer with ripe tomatoes, tender sweet corn, peppers and all the summer farm bounty. Savor
autumn and its color with the harvest of pumpkins, squash, carrots, potatoes, parsnips and other
fall vegetables. And there’s
always the best hand‐chosen
non‐seasonal fruits and
vegetables available.
Our Greenhouses overflow
with seasonal selections of
plants. Colorful spring bulbs
welcome the new season.
Decorate your home with
beautiful hanging baskets. Fill
your garden with flowering
annuals and perennials, herbs
and vegetables. Hardy mums
herald the colors of autumn.
Poinsettias fill your home for
the holidays, complementing
the best in hand‐selected trees
and wreaths for the holidays.

The chart shows the growing season and availability of some of our most popular items. We
continually try new crops and varieties, so stop in often.
Affiliations












Sunshine Foundation
Schoharie Valley Association
Schoharie CountyFarm Bureau
NY State Farm Bureau
NY State Agricultural Society
NY State Vegetable Growers Association
Schoharie County Chamber of Commerce
NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets
Schoharie Promotional Association
Schoharie Colonial Heritage Association
and more

About Richard Ball
Richard has been the owner and operator of Schoharie
Valley Farms in Schoharie, NY since 1993. Schoharie
Valley Farms consists of 200 acres and produces a wide
range of vegetable crops, small fruits, and greenhouse
crops. The farm serves both retail and wholesale
customers through an onsite farm market known as “The
Carrot Barn” as well as shipping to brokers and
restaurants in the Albany capital district and New York
City.
For the 20 years prior to owning Schoharie Valley Farms,
Richard worked on and then managed a vegetable farm in
R.I. and has made his living in agriculture since he was 18
years old. His inspiration to become a farmer came from
his grandparents who were lifelong dairy farmers.
In the fall of 2013 Richard was asked if he would be interested in being the Commissioner of
Agriculture and Markets for NY State. After much thought and consideration, he accepted the
challenge and was nominated by Governor Cuomo on January 9, 2014. Prior to that, he held a
number of positions within agriculture organizations and community organizations at the local,
state, and national level including:
-

Vice President, New York State Vegetable Growers Association
Board of Directors, New York Farm Bureau
Member Executive Committee, New York Farm Bureau
Member Audit Committee, New York Farm Bureau
Chairman Labor Committee, New York Farm Bureau
Member Labor Committee, American Farm Bureau (past Chairman)
Representative for Schoharie County, Mohawk Valley Reg Econ Dev Council
Board of Directors, Schoharie County Farm Bureau (past president)
President, Schoharie Valley Association

-

Chairman, Schoharie Recovery Inc – a non‐profit formed to help the recovery effort
from Hurricane Irene and Tropical Storm Lee.
Past President, Schoharie County Chamber of Commerce

Richard, his wife Shirley, and his three children are all actively engaged in the farm with a growing
number of future farmers among the grandchildren.

